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Aims and objectives 

Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments. Through their 
work in geography, children learn about their local area, and they compare their life 
in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the 
world. They learn how to draw and interpret maps, and they develop the skills of 
research, investigation, analysis and problem-solving. Through their growing 
knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation 
of life in other cultures. Geography teaching also motivates children to find out 
about the physical world, and enables them to recognise the importance of 
sustainable development for the future of mankind. 

With the above rationale in mind we therefore aim to offer: 

• A rich and varied curriculum that will encourage self-confidence and 
independence of learning, meeting the holistic needs of each child 

• A quality curriculum which is planned and differentiated for each individual 
and which also fulfils the legal requirements of the National Curriculum 

• An environment which fosters success and achievement, where high 
expectations lead to high standards, encouraging everyone to reach their full 
potential. 

• An equal opportunity and access where we hope to inspire everyone to 
accept new challenges without fear of failure or criticism, thereby responding to the 
needs and interests of individual pupils. 

We recognise that all children have rights. The following Articles from the United 
Nationals Convention on the Rights of the Child are particularly relevant to this 
policy: 

Article 13 (freedom of expression) Every child must be free to express their thoughts 
and opinions and to access all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law. 

Article 14 (freedom of thought, belief and religion) Every child has the right to think 
and believe what they choose and also to practise their religion, as long as they are 
not stopping other people from enjoying their rights. 

Article 17 (access to information from the media) Every child has the right to reliable 
information from a variety of sources, and governments should encourage the 
media to provide information that children can understand. Governments must help 
protect children from materials that could harm them. 

Article 22 (special protection of refugees) Every child has the right to special 
protection if they are a refugee. Governments must help to reunite every child with 
their parents. 



Article 28 (right to education) Every child has the right to an education. Primary 
education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be 
available to every child. 

Article 29 (goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, 
talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, 
as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the 
environment. 

British Values 

Pupils learn about British values through geography lessons by exploring how places 
have changed. This helps pupils understand the complex ways in which communities 
and societies are linked and to appreciate the diversity of people’s backgrounds. 
Geography also helps pupils to understand society better, for example learning 
about less economically developing countries and more developed countries. 

Implementation 

Geography is planned so that the topics studied build on prior learning. Children of 
all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit 
and, through planned progression built into the scheme of work, they are offered an 
increasing challenge as they move through school. 

Early Years 

Geography is taught in reception as an integral part of the topic work covered 
during the year. We relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the 
objectives set out in the Early Years curriculum which underpin the planning for 
children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to the Early 
Learning Goals objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of 
the world in which they live. 

Key Stage 1 

Pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or 
abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live 
there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical 
enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical 
questions about people, places and environments, and use geographical skills and 
resources, such as maps and photographs. 

Key Stage 2 

Pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United 
Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. 
They find out how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. 
Pupils carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, 
they ask geographical questions, and use geographical skills and resources, such as 
maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. 

Children will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical 
questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views. They 



will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with Geography, including 
using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils 
will use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial 
photographs, satellite images, etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution 
to the school curriculum, geography contributes to the wider aims of primary 
education. Teachers will ensure that links between subjects are maximised. 

Fieldwork 

Fieldwork is integral to good geography teaching, and there are as many 
opportunities included as is practical to involve children in geographical research 
and enquiry. 

All of the children will carry out investigations into the local environment, and are 
given opportunities to observe and record information around the school site. Year 6 
children are offered the opportunity to take part in a residential visit to in order to 
study a contrasting UK Locality. 

SEND and Inclusion 

All children should be catered for in all Geography lessons through differentiation 
and quality first teaching. Children identified with special educational needs will be 
included and play an active role through each lesson, with well-matched resources 
and work. These will be identified on planning. If staff require additional support to 
meet the needs of any child they should consult the SENDCo. 

Health and Safety 

Health and Safety must always remain an important consideration. Geography 
provides ideal opportunities for educational visits, links with DT, cooking etc. When 
taking children out of school the normal school policies and procedures should be 
adhered to. (See Health and Safety Policy Educational visits). Safety and hygiene 
issues should be addressed in planning and in the general management of the 
classroom. 

Review 

This policy will be reviewed every two years. 

 

 

 


