
Thursday November 3rd 2016 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

We hope you all enjoyed the half term holiday and found that your child 

missed us and Nursery! They have returned brilliantly which is a reflection of 

how well they have settled now.  

 

This half term then, now that the children are that bit more settled, we will 

begin to introduce more regular group times where the children are 

encouraged to listen to one another and share their ideas in a smaller group. 

Children tend to enjoy this time and see it as something special. The contents 

of these will vary from a letter sound, number or maths focus, a circle time 

maybe when the children share their feelings about something and also topic 

related activities. 

 

Our topic this term is ‘Terrific Toys’ and will be broken down into weekly 

themes such as our special cuddly toys, old and new toys, battery and electric 

powered toys, favourite toys, outdoor and indoor toys and toys for Christmas!  

 

We shall focus now on a weekly letter sound using the Jolly Phonics program to 

help us. We are finding already through our baselines that several children 

have learnt the letter names, (pronounced like in the ABC song) rather than 

the letter sounds, (which are what we use when we sound out for early reading, 

ie.’c-a-t’) and also incorrectly learning how to say the sounds. If you have 

access to You Tube and go on to ‘Jolly Phonics Phase 2’ this shows the whole 

alphabet through short songs and allows you to focus on individual letter 

sounds or listen to the whole alphabet at once. It is well worth a listen to! You 

may think you know your alphabet but we have re-learnt it several times in 

previous years as research has helped us through small changes in 

pronunciations to enable your child to read more readily. We will start with 

s,a,t,p and n for our weekly letter sounds in that order. 

 

We shall be counting aloud to 10 and beyond when ready and also counting 

objects in a line by touching each object one by one from one end to the other. 

This 1:1 correspondence really helps your child to feel as they count and so 

count with a little more confidence and understanding. We shall also be asking 

your child to pass us 2,3 or 4 objects. It’s an interesting task and one which 

many children find surprisingly difficult. 
 

Our role-play area will become a Toy Workshop and the children will be able to 

pretend to repair/make some toys. The toy woodwork bench is a very popular 

chosen activity in Nursery so we are trying to extend its use through the role-

play area now. 
 



We will be offering Parent Consultations very shortly and will display a time sheet for 

you to select your preferred time slot in the Nursery entrance very soon. The 

consultations are only for 10 minutes and are an opportunity for you to hear how your 

child is settling into Nursery life and to discuss their next steps of learning with you. 

The consultations are with your child’s Key worker. We are always available to talk to 

you however and should you wish to ever discuss anything further with either of us 

then you are of course always welcome. We would urge you as well to always speak to us 

as an issue arises rather than waiting so that we can help with this as what may seem 

small to us can seem really quite big to the children and can be the difference between 

a happy and settled child or not. 

 

We have a plea now for some help with clothing. Laced shoes are proving very popular at 

the moment but really aren’t that practical for a Nursery setting as we are trying to 

help develop independence in their handling of clothes rather than a heavy reliance on 

an adult for this. We are finding ourselves double knotting laces and even with this 

they have still come undone and need retying regularly. Obviously with several children 

needing this support it can draw us away from the practical activities we are trying to 

help the children with. Please ensure too if your child has had a change of clothes that 

their spare bag is replenished soon after. Thank you. 

 

Could we also ask for you to name your child’s water bottle please? If there are bottles 

the same and your child knows where to look on it to check it will help the children to 

drink from theirs only. Sellotape over a name label/ name on paper can remain 

waterproof for some time. A reminder too that it can only be water in these bottles 

for this reason. 

 

As we mentioned at the home visits we ask for a voluntary contribution of just £1 a 

week. This could be paid in weekly, half termly or even termly. This small amount makes 

a significant difference to some of the things we can arrange or provide for your child 

and so we would be grateful for more of these contributions. 

 

It is during this half term when we will see our lovely and settled children become very 

excited and keen as we near, dare we say it, Christmas! Obviously we will be preparing 

and practising for the concert with Reception later in the term and whilst some 

routines will change we do appreciate that children respond and cope better when as 

much of their routine remains constant for them. 

 

We would like to thank you for your continued support and are looking forward to 

watching and helping your child as they take the next steps along their very own 

Learning Journey. 

Special dates for your diary –  

Individual photographs –Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th November 2016. 

Early Years Christmas Concert –Wednesday 7th December – 9.45am or 2pm. 

 

Mrs C.Lewis                                        Mrs S.Little 


