Overview of Y5 Writing Curriculum
(Please refer to the whole school skills progression documents for end of year English objectives)
Autumn Term
Rationale
This term the writing curriculum begins with work based on our class reading text, ‘Journey to the River Sea’. This allows the children to make links with their
Geography and Science topics focusing on the Amazon Rainforest and ‘Living things and their habitats’. Through the text, the children are able to contextualize what
it is like to live in the Amazon Rainforest by empathising with the protagonist, Maia as they follow her journey deep into the Amazon. The children visit Durham
Botanic Gardens where they experience different habitats including the Rainforest. They follow up Journey to the River Sea by studying an adaptation on A
Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. Through this text, they foster an appreciation of their literary heritage and how characters develop throughout the text.
Opportunities are given to write in role and to adapt a form of writing to another for a different purpose. Some key elements of the writing process are modelled
and practised.
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Spring Term
Rationale
This term, the writing curriculum begins with work based on our History topic, ‘the Ancient Greeks’ looking at a variety of myths including, ‘Pandora’s Box’. This half
term focuses on story writing and developing setting descriptions. The second half term links to a Science focus of ‘Earth and space’. The text is ‘George’s Secret Key
to the Universe’, which has a combination of both fiction and non-fiction, allowing the children to explore different genres. Through the text, there is the
opportunity to broaden key scientific vocabulary and understanding. Some key elements of the writing process are modelled and practised.
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Summer Term
Rationale
This term the writing curriculum begins with work based on our class reading text, ‘Beowulf’ and ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’. These allow the children to make
links with their History topic, ‘Anglo-Saxons and Vikings’. Through the texts, the children are able to explore more complex vocabulary and the ancient tradition of
oral story telling. We also use non-fiction texts in order to explore the key features of non-chronological reports and to carry out research for the purpose of writing
their own non-chronological reports about Viking gods. In order for the children to understand why the Vikings first came to Britain, we explore this through a
persuasive piece of writing in the form of a Viking travel brochure. Key elements of the writing process are modelled and practised with an emphasis on developing
independent application.
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